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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUTIIDTNGS SURVEY HABS No., PA-158H

PUSEY HOUSE

Location: West side of Woodview Road, at McCQue Road, south of
London Grove Road, Thatham Vicinity (London Grova
Township) , Chester County, Pennsylvania.

Present Owner: George C, Pussy, Avondale, Penngylvania.

Statement of The Pusey touse 15 a good =xampls of an sarly

Significance: sighteench century nouse wnicn waz exganded as

needed. t also contains some excsllant original
interior woodwork and hardware with unusual fzatures
such as a concealed slidirg desk.

PART 1. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A, Phys

1.

[ -

ical History:
Original and subssguent owners:

59 o Tooias Collet =t al.

Toblas Collst et al, 1713 to William Pusey.

William Rusey's exsc, 1736 to Jonn Pusey.

John Pusey 1736 to Joshua Pusey.

Joshua Pusey 1760 to Joshua Pusey, Jr.

Joshua Rusey, Jr. 1804 to Lea Pusev.

lea Pusey 1826 to Isaac Pusey.

Isaac Pusev 1842 to Joshusz B. Pusey.

Joshua 3. Pusey 1870 to Maria S. Pusav.

Maria S. Pusev's exec. 1886 to mDmily Pusey.

L. Emily Pusey 1912 to Zdwin Chambers.

12, Edwin Chambers 1919 to Zdith G. Thomas.

13. Edith G. Thomas' =xec., 1920 £o Charlss M. Thomas and
Warren I. Lupcld.

14. Charles M. Thomas and Warren I. Lupeld 1921 to Warren I.
Lupcld.

5. Warren I. Lupold 1921 £o Cgapston B. 3Spencar.

6. Cranston B. Spercer 1321 o Warren I. Lupold.

7. Warren I. Lupold 1851 ©o Georgs C. Pusey.
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tate of erection: The original store section

centar) was
buile in 1728 oy William Pusey; the east wirg was added cinc
1740 by ais son Joshua Pusey; the w2st wing was added cirzca

1815,

.

3. Architect, builder, suppliers: Unknown.
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4. OQriginal plans, construction: The original 1728 stone;ﬁgééé'

contained two rooms on the first floor and sither two or
three rooms and a hall on the second floor. This section
currently has thres rooms and a hall and the bhoard partitions
are ©olid, but have been changed somewhat. The changes were
certainlyimade very early, possibly by Joshua Pusey, Jr.
(1738-1804) . FHe married three times and nad a total of
seventeen children, all but one grew to maturity in this
house, and [ifteen of thne seventeen married.

5. terations and additicns: A brick wing was added to the
east of the original stone nouse circa 1740. This wing had
two rooms on each floor. Circa 18l5 ancother brick wing was
added, to the west of the original stone house. This wing
had two rooms on the first floor and three rooms on the
second floor. The partitions on the second floor of the
original stone house have been alter (see preceding
section).

In 1851 Jaceb Pusey, a great-grandson of William Pusey, said
that ne remembered as a youth seeing "W.E.P." (William and
Elizabeth Pusey) on the gable of a portico over the £ront
door, ard also that the date 1728 showed on a stone. Jacob
{oorn 1792) also said there was a bench seat on each side of
the portico at the front door. the 1704 Brinton House of
Chester County has such an antrance. These featurss have
since been removed, '

5. Referenceg: Sources of informaticon, clipring and manuscript
files in the Chester County Historical Scciety, West Chester,
Pernsyvlvania, under the heading: London Grove Twp.lands.
Also road papers, deedg and wills in the Courthouse, West
Chester, Pemsylvania.

Historical Bvents CTomnected with the Structure:

William Pusev, who bullt the original stone nouse, came Lo
Crhestar County 2arly, and was a member of Chester Mts., in 1707
when he married. He moved to New Garden in 1715 or 1716; part of
New Garden later became London Grove Township. He was a weaver
and a miller. The lecation of his first home ig not known, but
certainly it was very close to the present house, for the mill
wag there pefore any part of the present house was bullt.

Likely Sources Mot Yet Investigated: “None known,
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D. Supplemental Haterial:

1. Abstract of will and inventory of Joshua Pusey, London Grove: -

dated 8th m0.16,1760 and provated Sept.l.17£0,

,!1 - .I thﬁﬂ

Give her [n_:y loveing wife/all the Srick end of this my
dwelling house with the Cellar under it during her

widdowhood,...™

I% may be noted that she survived her musband only six days.
List of rooms mentioned in the inventory of Joshua FPusey, the above, who

dted 17803

"new house Backrovom below!
“Front room below!
"Back room up Stairs®
"Front do"

“his desk room in old House®

¥Back room up Stairs®

Besides these the contents of tha large kitchen and two bed rooms are

also listed, This inventory was £ilsd Oct.l.1760,

- wm e E oy wm e ey wwe Ok wwc ww R

Very interesting inventories of the estates of Joshua fusey, died
1804 and of Joshma 3, Pusey who died 1870, both in this acuse, ars

on flle at the Court House, HWast Chester, ra.

2, An Inventory of all and singular the goods snd Chattels
rights and Credita of Joshua Pusey late of lLondem grove
Township in the County of Chester which cems to the hands of
us John Allen William Jackscn and Thomas Harlan appraisers
the thirtieth day of the ninth Honth Anno Domil760~

His personzl Arparell

his Rideing horse Saddle and EBridle

his Purse

Bonds and Bills with their Several Interest to
guch times 25 by list thereof bearing sven date
herewith and Certifyed under the appraisers handa
Promisary Notes

Zook Debts as o list therecf alsc

One feather Bed and fu{'ﬁiture thereunto belonging
One other Bed and Do w*2 low Bedsteds

Une Large Owal Table

1 Case of drawers *4..10.0 5 frame 1 arm Chairs™1:10
1 pair ¢f and Irons fire shovel and Tongs

L i5..10..
17 5‘.

lll.[.‘o Oo 00
893-4 ?o cé

11..18..1
léli’ 20‘91

X;OQ 0‘.
m-. “w
lﬂil’jt.
beu 0.C
II&}-OI.

3-9-{{,05 .2. sé

———————— Tt
293--0' .2



PUSEY HCUSE
HABS Yo. PA-133 (Page 4)

large Cval Table ‘ 2..10..
- One Hush Bottom Couch & Couch 3ed 1..10..
9 One poplar Closapress , oo 15..
2 Six rush bottomed %hairs 1 arm Ditto 1 7
o Cne looking glass 1..10, one Tea Table 15/ _ 2 5
8 Tongs fireshovel and Irons 7/6, small bellows 7/6 15
= Cne Case of Bottles 10/ 10
2 Zighteen delf plates & 2 dishes, & 3 st Ditto 15
2 ¥ine delf Sowls, one Thina Do g
e , _ 28 16,
[ Fourteen china Tea cups and dishes L 15 '
Sundry earthen Tga pots 20/, Six large Silver spoons 5 6
e nivteen small D7, spoons and Tea Tongs 1 15
Baek Seven Yards and a balf of linnen Cloth 1
room One Feather Bed and furniture thereunto belonging 1%
up One small sq© Table 15/, one Case of Drawers3..10..0 3 5
Stairs Six push Bottomed Chairs I..4, one Sab looking glass,2/ 1 14
The Feather Bed and furniture thereunto telomging 11
Cne Case of drawers 3..10,Thres frame Chairs 10/ 3 3
24 Tards of Lirmen in remnants 1 16
2 9 Yards of D° (fine) 20/ 13 yds. of Check Lin”,26/ 2 6
22 9 1/2 yds of striped D°,15/,i yds of striped Linsey 20/ 1 5
= L yds. of Buckrim 4/ one sl Deer Scin 4/ 1]
1 Dozen of drinking glasses & 12 glass Bottlss 1i/ 1 —
5L 3.
Inventory Continmed . k 3rot over =1513.3.8
Four Yards of Calicoe 15 1
One 01d Peather Bed and furniture & ¢
One old Desk 3%, ons small oval Table,2/6 3 2 6
one pair of Tongs 4/, 4 Candlesticks (3rass) 10/. 14 0
a2 Quantity of Old Silver 18/,3ilver Buckles 14/ 1 12
His Silver Watch . 7 10
Cne small dreseing, fox & small Trunic 5
four Table Cloths ] 10 ©,8Napkins Tea Cloths & Towals 15/2 5.
~—one 3ilk handkerchdef 4/, 4 plliow Cases & 2 p” of sheets
. $.101 14
Une Leather Trunk 7/46, cne Jarming paa 7/4 : 15
Cne Poplar Cupboard 5
Two old Square Tables 5/, 6 old frame Chairs ¥ 15
One Leather bottomed Couch 15/, his old Clock 3 15
Cne Large Opiring wheel 10/,flat & Box Iron 12 1 2 R
' 30 19
dnd Irons fire shovel and Tonzs 15 &
One Feathsr Sed apd furniiurs (by Chimney) 8
g o One Ditto & Do, w°" low 3edsteds 6 .
P HCne Truckle Bad 20/, 2 old Chairs 3/ 1 30
« 7 One large poplar Chesy 10/, 1 Chalf Zed ; 2 10
§ o, One Chalf Bed =2 One Do, 21,10, 1 old CThest 2/ 31z
7 One 3o Spining Wheel 10/,3 frying paas 9/ 19 .
other ILumber in ye garrot _ 100
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One large Brass Kettle &.,10, one sml Do &/

3 Iron pots and hooks & one Scellet

1 Spit & Bread Toaster 3/, 2 Tea Kettles 20/

2 Sml,Brass Scellets 5/

s Quantity of Pewter {pr. list of Farticulars) &/
0ld Pewter 1.10,1/1/2 dozen patty pans 1/2 Doz.older
.1 Copper '

1 Tip Coffe pot & grater 10/,2 funnels & pep’ Box 2/
1 3w pepper Mill ¢/ 1 3rass Scimmer 3/

), Dozen knives and orks 12/,Cedar Ware 15/

& double Barrels

3 old Do, 6 Barrels & 3 old hogsheads 17/ & 3 Kegs 4/
One Crosscut 3aw 10/, 3ran & shorts in Ye ¥ill 3%

1 p¥ of Hedge Cheers, Iron griddle and old Cards

a Quamntity of Hay in ye Zarn & Cow houss

Do, in a Stack in the Meadow

a Quantity of Wheat in the Dheaf

One 3rownish Cow whD some whiie on her face 5

One Redish Do wii Do LiLI0

o 0 O e W b
BEREwol FawwhE

5

/_;;age 27 Inventory Continued
drought over

Cne Red Cow 3.0.0 Cne 3lack 00,3.10 o
One Old Hed Do, 3.10.0, (ne Red Heifer 22,10 5
One Brown Cow w ite face 34 One Tearlin Heif® L2,
One Brown 2 year old Steer 3% 1 Bed Yeariin Do, 2.0.0
Cne three Tear old Ball 4&,Three spring Calves B2.5.7
One Bay horse 125, Cne Black Mair 8.0.0
(ne 3 year o0ld Brown Colt i
Cne Waggon and Cart Bed ' 10
geers for three horses &al,.l0, One old Side 3addle Al.
Sythe and Hangings 5/, sis forkes & six rakes 7/4
Twenty three sheep
Works of Thos Broomley i/,Pensylv.laws 15/
Sewils History 10/ Nelsons Justice 2 Yolil.7/%
One Large 014 3ible 5/ Chalkleys Journl.s/
¥a Cross no Crown 2/ One of Pens Journls 7/%
Fothergll's Journl.3/ Works of Thos.story 20/ 1
Twenty three Swins 10
Flax in the Sheaf and some Flaxseed 1l
Sundry Cooperts ? & old Hee
Small gzrincdstone and Iron hangings
Spade, mavl wedges and a pitching ax
One old Gun & pld grubing Ax 1l
Cne 01d Plow and Irons 15/, 2 old #Axzes 2/4
A Zervent Girls tinme 8
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PART TI. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A,

General Statement:

1. Architectural character: The original 1728 stone house was
enlarged by the addition of a brick wing to the east circa
1740 and one o the west circa 1815. Some excellent original
interior woodwork and hardware, with unusual features such as
a corcealad sliding desk, remain.

2. Condition of fabric: -Very gocd.

Description of Exterior:

1. Over-all dimensions: The present U-shaped house was bullt in
three sections. The original stone center secticon measures
27'-6" (four-bay front) X 38'. There is a brick wing to the
2ast which measures 18'{two-bay front) ¥ 39'-6" and a brick
wing to the west which is 16' (two-bay front) X 35'., All
three sections ars two-and-z-half stories.

Z, TFoundations: Stone.

3. Wall construction: The original house {(center section) is
stone and both the east and west wings ars brick. The walls
are partially stuccoed and painted.

4. Chimneys: Stone on original house; brick on east and west
additions.

5. Coenings:
a. Doorways and doors: ALl seem originadl.
. Windows and shutters: ALl seem original.
6. Rocof:

a. Shape, coverirg:; Stesp pitch gable roof, with modern
roofing.

o. Cornice, =saves: Seam original in each section.

<. Dormers: None.
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Description of Intesrior:

1. Floor plans: The original house has two rooms on the first
flocor ard three on the second; =ast wing has two rooms on
each floor; west wing has two rooms on the £irst floor and
three on the second.

2. Stairways: BStairways in each of the three secticns seem
original.

3. Flooring: All seems original.

4, Wall and ceiling finish: Plaster, excegt in the north room
on the second flcor of the =sast wing which has sxposed beamed
ceiling and board partitions.

5. PDoorways and doors: Nearly all original.

6, Trim: Seems original, except in the west room of the
original house where the fireplace has bheen made smallier and
thers is little trim.

7. Hardwarz: Mach original hardware ramains.

8. Lighting: Modern alectricity.

9. Beating: ALl fireplaces remain, although two have been made
smaller.

Site:

1. General setting and orientation: The house faces south and
is on a gentle slope on the west side of the road, with a
mill on the sast gide of the road.

2. Epclesures: MNone.

3. Outbuildings: There ares remaing of several.

4, Walks, drivewavys: None.

5. Lardscaping, dardens: Well-kKept Lawn,

Prevared bv Bart Ancderson-May 1959
Carateor, Chester County Historical
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